
REFLECTION: I remember a time when someone comforted me during a difficult time in my 
life... I remember... I remember... 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Let us pray: 
Jesus, you comfort us with your promise of love 
and hope. There are no walls or obstacles that can 
keep out your love. Keep us faithful to that love 
and help us to share it with others. 

We ask this through Jesus, your Son. 
R. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
This is Jesus, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sins of the world. Happy are we who are called 
to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 

OUR FATHER 
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in 
the words our Savior gave us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
R. For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

SIGN OF PEACE 
Jesus, you said to your apostles: “I leave you 
peace, my peace I give you. Look not on our 
sins, but on the faith of your Church, and 
grant us the peace and unity of your 
kingdom where you live forever and ever. 
Amen. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
R. And with your spirit. 

PENITENTIAL RITE 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us  
our sins and bring us to 
everlasting life.  
R. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER 
Let us pray: 
Lord,  
you ask us to trust and 
believe in your way even if 
it is difficult. Continue to 
remind us and help us to 
follow your way so we may 
forever live in your lasting 
love.  

We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord.  
R. Amen. 

COMMUNION

WISDOM FROM THE CELLS
I remember a time when my mother’s 

love comforted me during a difficult time 
in my life. My mother’s love has comforted 
me so many times in my life.  

A specific time I can remember were 
the last days of my trial. I was about to 
be sentenced to life in prison while going 
through the loss of my older brother from 
cancer. It was very difficult for my whole 
family. But even with all of this going on, 
my mother was still at all of my court 
dates. Just being able to see her there 
made me feel much better. 

This goes to show how strong a 
mother’s love can be. My mother should 
have been at home in tears grieving the 
loss of one of her sons, but instead she 
stood at my court hearings. Seeing how 
strong she was during this difficult time 
comforted me so much. 

Being in this situation (prison) has 
allowed me to appreciate my family so 
much more. It means a lot to me being 
able to share any amount of time with my 
mother. Even after realizing how much 
pain I have put her through, she is still 
here to see me with a big smile. 

-Ismael, who is in a California State 
Prison.
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MEDITATION: FAITHFUL LITURGY OF THE WORD

two stone-faced women 
with their bibles 
stood before josefina  
saying the end is coming 

look at the world 
all the wars 
the terrible things 
that are happening 
how our leaders 
are the antichrists 

as these women talked 
they were becoming 
more and more hysterical 
worked up about how 
jesus was angry  
at all the sinning 
and at what was 
happening in the world 

they open their bible 
and said look at the  
earthquakes and wars 
these are signs 
that there is  
not much time left 

josefina courteously 
receives 
their literature 
and puts it on top 
of all the other pamphlets 
talking about how  
jesus is coming soon 

later as josefina  
makes her way  
to the jail 
where she visits  
every week 
she was thinking 
about how much time 
these religious talkers 

spend speaking about 
how jesus is coming 

josefina thinking  
to herself 
if you are committed 
in following jesus 
right here and now 
you don’t have time 
to spend talking about  
all these ideas 

she muses  
religion for so many  
is all about 
having a series of set 
ideas 
and worrying  
about the end  
of time 

it was now 10:00 am 
by the time 
she arrived  
inside the jail 

she sat down 
next to a young woman 
who had been arrested 
for stealing 

josefina’s heart went out 
to this woman 
named christine 

she has five children 
who were always 
begging her 
to buy all the things 
that their friends have 
but she never could 
because she only earned 
minimum wage 
so in desperation 

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 
Brothers and sisters: Every priest stands daily 
at his ministry, offering frequently those same 
sacrifices that can never take away sins.  But 
this one offered one sacrifice for sins, and took 
his seat forever at the right hand of God; now 
he waits until his enemies are made his 
footstool.  For by one offering he has made 
perfect forever those who are being 
consecrated. Where there is forgiveness of 
these, there is no longer offering for sin. 

The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Daniel 12:1-3 
In those days, I Daniel, heard this word of the 
Lord: "At that time there shall arise Michael, 
the great prince, guardian of your people; it 
shall be a time unsurpassed in distress since 
nations began until that time. At that time 
your people shall escape, everyone who is 
found written in the book. "Many of those 
who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake; 
some shall live forever, others shall be an 
everlasting horror and disgrace."But the wise 
shall shine brightly like the splendor of the 
firmament, and those who lead the many to 
justice shall be like the stars forever.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Mark 13:24-32 
Jesus said to his disciples: "In those days 
after that tribulation the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from the sky, and 
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
"And then they will see 'the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds' with great power and 
glory, and then he will send out the angels 
and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the end of the earth to the end of the 
sky. "Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When 
its branch becomes tender and sprouts 
leaves, you know that summer is near. In the 
same way, when you see these things 
happening, know that he is near, at the gates. 
Amen, I say to you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. “But of that day 
or hour, no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

she stole 

now she didn’t know 
what was going to 
happen 
with her children 
she was so scared 

josefina 
took christine’s hands 
as she wept 
telling josefina 
how everything  
has turned out 
so bad 
ever since her husband 
was sent away for life 
why was he so stupid 
to be involved 
in that crime? 
what is going to happen 
to her children? 

she will die 
if they are taken away 
from her 
she is a good mother 
josefina saying softly 
let me say a simple 
prayer for you 

christine saying 
in between her sobbing 
yes please 

jesus help christine 
in her difficulty 
help her  
keep her children 
help her children 
know how much  
their mother loves them 

mother mary 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 16: 5, 8, 
9-10, 11  
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord! 
  O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup, 
  you it is who hold fast my lot. 
  I set the LORD ever before me; 
  with him at my right hand I shall not be   
  disturbed. 
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord! 
  Therefore my heart is glad and my soul 
  rejoices, 
  my body, too, abides in confidence; 
  because you will not abandon my soul to   
  the netherworld, 
  nor will you suffer your faithful one to 
 undergo corruption. 
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord! 
  You will show me the path to life, 
  fullness of joys in your presence, 
  the delights at your right hand forever. 
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord! 

just like you were  
with your son 
at the darkest moment 
likewise be with christine 
in this dark moment 

something began  
to happen 
within christine 
with this prayer 
she began to  
have some hope 
she could feel 
god also close to her 
and his loving one 
would help her  
keep her children 

as josefina left the jail 
she felt how fortunate 
she was to be  
with christine 
she did not have  
to preach to her 
like the women 
always carrying  
their bibles 
rather her presence 
her prayer 
her compassion 
was what really  
counted today 

josefina thought how  
we really don’t know 
when jesus is  
coming back 
but when he does 
she isn’t going to  
be sitting around 
she is going to be busy 
with her commitment 
to be a faithful disciple  
of jesus


