
REFLECTION: I remember a time I was fooled by someone I trusted... I remember... I remember... 

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray: 
Lord God, 
In hearing your Word and sharing in this 
Eucharist, you invite us all to follow the light and 
not be distracted along the way. Help us to remain 
focused so that we may find peace and live a 
remarkable life with you.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. grant us peace.

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

OUR FATHER
At the Savior’s command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
R. For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

SIGN OF PEACE
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look 
not on our sins, but on the faith of your 
Church, and graciously grant her peace and 
unity in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us 
our sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. 
R. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Lord,
You are the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. There is no 
other Lord but you.
Help us to follow your way 
and remain focused on the 
prize of eternal happiness. 

We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. R. Amen.

COMMUNION

WISDOM FROM THE CELLS
I was 16 years old with an 18-month-old 

daughter when my girlfriend and I were accused 
of murder that we were not guilty of. Through 
trials and tribulations, we were able to maintain 
our faith in God. They didn’t have any evidence 
of me committing the crime, but the judge at 
our preliminary hearing decided we were fit for 
trial. 

The mother of my child and I were about to 
go to trial for a murder we did not commit. My 
child was about lose her parents. My own lawyer 
came to me and told me the minimum I was 
going to get was a 25 years to life sentence. My 
maximum time was 75 years to life. He told me I 
didn’t stand a chance in trial and that I was 
going to lose. 

This is where God came in. The night before 
my trial was going to be arraigned, I prayed. I 
asked Jesus for his love to help me get through 
this, and not just his love, but also for his justice. 
When all hope was lost, God was there to guide 
me to his honor and glory. When I walked to the 
courtroom on that cold day in December, I felt 
God’s presence. 

In regards to the first count, the penal code 
was dropped due to lack of evidence. When the 
District Attorney said this, my mind went blank. 
All I could think of was God’s justice. The justice 
I had prayed for was given to me. My child is 
now with her mom, and her dad will be home in 3 
years. Through God’s grace, miracles can happen. 
I’m grateful for this second chance.

- Blake, who is in a California State Prison.
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MEDITATION: RAFAELLITURGY OF THE WORD

(through the eyes of a 
disciple)

being with jesus
i realized the world of the 
pharisees was very small
it could not liberate us

on this saturday
passing by the synagogue
we entered a fresh space
through the front door
the same leaders
were standing there
with their disdainful looks
despite the discomfort
we could not flee

rafael
whom we had known
for a long time
was standing next to 
the pharisees
he was born
with a deformed hand
his family kicked him out 
of his house
because he could not work
in the fields
his family was very poor
so he was marginalized
from everyone

rafael was here this 
morning to seek help

simon 
one of the pharisees
approached jesus
simon had a reputation
of being especially 
cruel and selfish

jesus
i would like to ask you 
something
rafael 
come over here

i am tired 
of these conflicts

rafael approached them
and stood beside
jesus and simon

jesus 
today is saturday
a day of rest

rafael has been 
burdened with a deformity
can he be healed today?

when jesus called us
i never thought 
his message
was going to bother
the powerful
his abba's vision
was so different
from that of the pharisees

wherever we went
the religious leaders
were infuriated
with our speeches
with what we did
even with the name
of jesus

jesus spoke to simon
with calm

the compassion
of our god
does not care about 
the superficial things
he cares about 
the essential things
he does not want us 
to suffer unnecessarily

rafael
how does it feel to live
with a deformed hand?

jesus
i can’t work
i am not married
i don’t have children
i am only a fisherman
what have i done wrong?

his eyes filled 
with tears

jesus
can you cure me
at this moment?

rafael looked into 
jesus’ eyes
without realizing the conflict
the tension in the air
he asked jesus
to cure him

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5B
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: grace to you and peace. We give thanks to God 
always for all of you, remembering you in our prayers, 
unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and 
labor of love and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, before our God and Father, knowing, brothers 
and sisters loved by God, how you were chosen. For 
our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also 
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much 
conviction.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus,
whose right hand I grasp,
subduing nations before him,
and making kings run in his service,
opening doors before him
and leaving the gates unbarred:
For the sake of Jacob, my servant,
of Israel, my chosen one,
I have called you by your name,
giving you a title, though you knew me not.
I am the LORD and there is no other,
there is no God besides me.
It is I who arm you, though you know me not,
so that toward the rising and the setting of the sun
people may know that there is none besides me.
I am the LORD, there is no other.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21
The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might 
entrap Jesus in speech. They sent their disciples to 
him, with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know 
that you are a truthful man and that you teach the 
way of God in accordance with the truth.
And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion,
for you do not regard a person's status.
Tell us, then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay 
the census tax to Caesar or not?" Knowing their 
malice, Jesus said, "Why are you testing me, you 
hypocrites?  Show me the coin that pays the census 
tax." Then they handed him the Roman coin. 
He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose 
inscription?" They replied, "Caesar's." At that he said 
to them, "Then repay to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar and to God what belongs to God."

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

without caring
if it were a saturday
standing beside jesus
i could feel a love 
so strong
so compassionate

i was feeling this 
compassion flow 
from his heart
that it penetrated me
it was now healing me
from the wounds 
caused by
the conflicts and battles
of last month
one conflict after the other

looking into jesus’ eyes
full of light
full of love
this compassion
was flowing in me
it was helping me see
that this tension
these daily obstacles
were not only obstacles
to know god
but signs
that indicate the right path
i started to feel
what jesus felt

this clear vision
gave me a deep peace
to accept the conflicts
that come
with this commitment
with this compassion
jesus offered me
a powerful invitation

rafael
extend your hand

rafael slowly started 
to open
his right hand
his fingers
unfolding

while rafael
stretched out his hand
i could feel this same
movement
not in my hand
but in my heart

Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
For great is the LORD and highly to be praised;
awesome is he, beyond all gods.
For all the gods of the nations are things of nought,
but the LORD made the heavens.

R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
give to the LORD glory and praise;
give to the LORD the glory due his name!
Bring gifts, and enter his courts.

R. Give the Lord glory and honor.

jesus was stretching
my heart
so that i could make 
space for all the people 
whom i will encounter 
along the way

i lifted my eyes
and looked at simon
seeing the disdain
the disgust
burst from every pore
of his body

simon reacted
with disgust
for what jesus
had done
on this saturday

on the contrary
i was feeling
something very different
something very big

the only thing that
simon really cared about
was his world
legalistic and small
where there is little 
for everyone
except the pure ones
this destroyed
simon inside
he didn’t like it
he recognized 
that somehow
how all his life
he had wasted his time
in things of little 
importance
so he left the synagogue 
irritated with his 
other friends

rafael walked with us
on the streets
and then he sat
around the table
to share a simple meal

jesus gave us strength
to move forward
to keep walking
struggling
with the conflicts
to invite everyone
to walk
not only a few


