
REFLECTION: I remember a time when I was in great danger and I prayed so hard for God’s help... 
I remember ....I remember... 

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray: 
God, our merciful Father,
We realize that we are sinners in constant need of 
your mercy. Keep accepting us the way we are, 
help us to be and do better, and receive our 
wholehearted thanks for all the good you have 
done for us and for our brothers and sisters.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. R. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. grant us peace.

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

OUR FATHER
At the Savior’s command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
R. For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

SIGN OF PEACE
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look 
not on our sins, but on the faith of your 
Church, and graciously grant her peace and 
unity in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. R. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Kind and merciful Father,
Forgive us for the times we 
are proud of the good that 
you give us the grace to do. 
Keep us from looking down 
on any of our brothers and 
sisters, and give us grateful 
hearts for all that we have 
received from you.

We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord. R. Amen.

COMMUNION

WISDOM FROM THE CELLS 
I remember a time I felt God’s love 

through someone. I have rarely found this in 
people who are not my family, but there are 
people who truly show their love for others. 
I have recognized the people at JRJI as a 
true light in my life as they work to bring 
hope to those in darkness. 

Their persistent work has shown me God’s 
love for me through them. I recognize they 
have no reason, no motive, and no need to 
spend so much time and energy working to 
help me and those like me throughout the 
prison system. Seeing their dedication to a 
cause that was unlikely to bear fruit, which 
they overcome, shows me they are God’s 
work and his love is with them.  

As I reflect on this, I am struck by the 
fact that when I really did need help in my 
life, I received it. Most of the help I have 
received in my life has been from my mom 
or grandparents, but those who are not 
family and who have cared enough to help 
me also stand out in my mind. I have never 
been the type of person to ask for help, but 
prison has humbled me into a person who 
recognizes there are times when I cannot 
do this alone. I’m eternally thankful for this.

- Travis, who is in a California State Prison.
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MEDITATION: TO LIVE HUMBLYLITURGY OF THE WORD

(through the eyes of peter)

the judge walked
into the church to pray
he stood before the altar
praying with his arm upraised
saying
god of this universe 
i have to deal 
with so many sinners
every day
there are prostitutes
gangsters
murders

god
i am so glad 
i come here every sabbath
and put my coins
in the collection

god
i really can’t understand 
how people can be so evil
but i am so glad
my family is not like this

i was sitting
with jesus nearby
listening to this judge pray
then jesus turned to me 
and said
peter 
listen to this judge pray
he is so self–righteous
listen to how many times
he uses the word “i”

peter
i heard no music
being played to god
while he prayed 
i only heard a man 
who had all the advantages
in life given to him
since he was small
he has never had to work hard 
but because of his position 

and family
he considers himself superior
to everyone else

how he fools himself 
by thinking god
listens to what comes
out of his mouth

nothing is happening
in his heart
and as a result
nothing is really happening
when he prays

just as jesus finished
we heard a youngster
praying in the back
kneeling down
he raised his arms 
in prayer
god
i am no one
but i come here to pray
not to ask for anything 
but because my heart 
is moved to seek your mercy

these hands of mine 
have committed many crimes 
that have hurt others

all my life, god
i have wanted to know you
to be closer to you
but the darkness in my life
has held me captive

more and more darkness
has filled my heart 
after witnessing and causing
so much death

jesus again turns to me
and says 
peter
can you hear the music 
coming from this 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
I am already being poured out like a libation,
and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have competed well; I have finished the race;
I have kept the faith. From now on the crown of 
righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just 
judge, will award to me on that day, and not only 
to me, but to all who have longed for his 
appearance.

At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf,
but everyone deserted me. May it not be held 
against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave 
me strength, so that through me the proclamation 
might be completed and all the Gentiles might 
hear it. And I was rescued from the lion's mouth.
The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat
and will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom. 
To him be glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18
The LORD is a God of justice, who knows no 
favorites. Though not unduly partial toward the 
weak, yet he hears the cry of the oppressed.
The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the orphan,
nor to the widow when she pours out her 
complaint. The one who serves God willingly is 
heard; his petition reaches the heavens.
The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds;
it does not rest till it reaches its goal,
nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds,
judges justly and affirms the right,
and the Lord will not delay.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14
Jesus addressed this parable to those who were 
convinced of their own righteousness and despised 
everyone else.  
“Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one 
was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. The 
Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer 
to himself, ‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the 
rest of humanity -- greedy, dishonest, adulterous -- 
or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, 
and I pay tithes on my whole income.’ 
But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would 
not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast 
and prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the 
former; for whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

youngster’s heart?
he is asking for mercy
he sees himself so small
he does not even 
raise his eyes to heaven

he has chosen to live humbly
knowing he has done wrong 
and knowing that no one
can change on their own

i listened
and jesus was right
i could hear 
this beautiful music
filling the church 
it was almost angelic

i felt tears coming to my eyes
i knew in that moment
what real prayer is
how it’s so powerful
touching the very heart of god

i walked out of the church
and into the light
i watched as the judge
proudly strutted down 
the steps
so full of himself
so convinced that
god was thrilled 
with his chatter
and the youngster
with his head down
humbly aware
of how he was in need 
of god

he changed his life around
and walked differently
after praying to god

how important it is 
to be honest and humble
when praying
so the music from the heart 
can reach our god

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
I will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
Let my soul glory in the LORD;
the lowly will hear me and be glad.
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
The LORD confronts the evildoers,
to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
When the just cry out, the Lord hears them,
and from all their distress he rescues them.
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted;
and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.
The LORD redeems the lives of his servants;
no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him.
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.


