
REFLECTION: I remember when I realized who is important in my life... I remember... I 
remember... 

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Lord, guide us so that we do not get so full of our 
own importance and lose sight of you. May your 
love and grace be the source of our strength and 
give us hope when we become discouraged. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. R. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. grant us peace.

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

OUR FATHER
At the Savior’s command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
R. For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

SIGN OF PEACE
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look 
not on our sins, but on the faith of your 
Church, and graciously grant her peace and 
unity in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. R. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray:
God our Father,
your Son Jesus knew that 
your heart was set on 
offering light and life to all 
people even if it would 
bring him death on a cross. 
When we become afraid of 
our crosses, we pray that 
our faith may not weaken 
and that we may have the 
courage to make the 
sacrifices that bring life to 
others. R. Amen.

COMMUNION

WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT?

WISDOM FROM THE CELLS 
I remember a time when I was accepted 

by someone who barely knew me… They did 
not judge me or point out the bad I was 
doing. I thought it was obvious that I was a 
gang member by the way I was dressed 
and my bald head, plus I was with the 
“homies” so I’m sure he knew we were in a 
gang.

This man was from the church by my 
house and he was spreading the word of 
God with his family or people from the 
church. I remember he told me that Jesus 
loves me and wants the best for me, but 
the only thing that was running through my 
mind at that time was, “When is this guy 
going to be done talking?” 

I was too afraid to actually listen to this 
man who took time out of his day to speak 
to a hard-headed kid whom he did not know 
to tell him that Jesus loved him and had a 
bigger plan for him. I hope one day I am 
able to return the favor to someone else 
who doesn’t know that Jesus loves them 
and is waiting for them with open arms. We 
just have to listen to him when he speaks to 
us. I’m not perfect and I am a sinner, but 
after this experience, I learned to not to 
be quick to judge someone because we are 
equally loved by God.

- David, who is in a California State Prison. 
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MEDITATION: WHO IS IMPORTANT?LITURGY OF THE WORD

(through the eyes of peter)

david sat before the crowd
he spoke of the importance
of what a certain word meant
all those standing around him
were amazed at his learning

his long years of studies
proved fruitful
the questions that were 
posed to him
were answered elegantly

i was standing next to jesus
what do you think jesus thinks
about what david is saying?

listening to david say
this afternoon
i am thinking of who 
the important people are
in this world

those assembled 
look at him because he is
a very educated teacher
but does this 
make him important?
or is it something else?

david continued to explain
certain religious points

jesus went nearby 
to where five children 
were playing
asking them for their names
asking them about their families
they spoke simply 
about their lives

their parents treated them
almost as if they were invisible
especially the girls
their parents were transfixed
by the words of the rabbi

the children were not impressed
they were enjoying 
their time at play
as if nothing in the world
could take them away

from the present moment

peter
maybe these children
are the important ones
rather than david
they know they are not important
they know they are 
totally dependent on others for life
and peter
who does david depend on?
why is his heart so full of himself?
as if all these gifts
come from himself
rather than one greater

what a danger it is
to fill up the heart with pride
with self-importance
who are any of us
when we are full of ourselves?
this is a danger
for such learned teachers
what a gift it is to be humble
to know who we are in this world

peter
i think these children
in many ways
have a greatness in their hearts
that david does not have

i asked jesus why these leaders
become so full of themselves
how is it possible to be so proud?

look around this temple
see these leaders
did you hear 
what they said about me?
they thought 
i could not hear them
but i heard what they said
it was hurtful

these negative comments 
can help us
if every day there are some 
who laugh at us
who try to discredit us
this will help us
so that we do not fill up

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24A
Brothers and sisters:
You have not approached that which could be touched 
and a blazing fire and gloomy darkness and storm and a 
trumpet blast and a voice speaking words such that 
those who heard begged that no message be further 
addressed to them. No, you have approached Mount 
Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and countless angels in festal gathering, and 
the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven, and 
God the judge of all, and the spirits of the just made 
perfect, and Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and 
the sprinkled blood that speaks more eloquently than 
that of Abel.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29
My child, conduct your affairs with humility,
and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts.
Humble yourself the more, the greater you are,
and you will find favor with God.
What is too sublime for you, seek not,
into things beyond your strength search not.
The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs,
and an attentive ear is the joy of the wise.
Water quenches a flaming fire,
and alms atone for sins.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14
On a sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the 
leading Pharisees, and the people there were observing him 
carefully. He told a parable to those who had been invited,
noticing how they were choosing the places of honor at the 
table. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
banquet, do not recline at table in the place of honor. A 
more distinguished guest than you may have been invited 
by him, and the host who invited both of you may approach 
you and say, ‘Give your place to this man,’ and then you 
would proceed with embarrassment to take the lowest 
place. Rather, when you are invited, go and take the lowest 
place so that when the host comes to you he may say,
‘My friend, move up to a higher position.’ Then you will 
enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table. For 
every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” Then he said to the 
host who invited him, “When you hold a lunch or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives 
or your wealthy neighbors, in case they may invite you back  
and you have repayment. Rather, when you hold a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed 
indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you.
For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

like david

think of so many that take 
any criticism so personally
that they strike out against those 
who attack them

so peter
maybe then we should 
worry about the day 
we do not have enemies 
who try to destroy us
if we want to be important
try to be like these children
in accepting the difficulties 
and remarks against you
this will keep you
from seeing yourself 
as important

i was looking around 
the temple
reflecting on how 
there have been some
who have been with us
but when they have been 
subject to the kind of criticism
we receive from the powerful
they get discouraged
and they question
why they have left everything
to follow jesus

so what do we do
with such opposition?
one possibility is to walk away
or it can make us more humble
and more willing to go forward

watching david 
finish his discourse
he walked out the doors
everyone making way
for such an important person

i watched as he looked down
on the beggars
with their hands 
who outstretched for help
i had learnt so much
being with jesus this day
about who the important ones 
are in this world

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11
R. God, in your goodness, you have made a home for 
the poor.

The just rejoice and exult before God;
they are glad and rejoice.
Sing to God, chant praise to his name;
whose name is the LORD.

R. God, in your goodness, you have made a home for 
the poor.

The father of orphans and the defender of widows
is God in his holy dwelling.
God gives a home to the forsaken;
he leads forth prisoners to prosperity.

R. God, in your goodness, you have made a home for 
the poor.

A bountiful rain you showered down, 
O God, upon your inheritance;
you restored the land when it languished;
your flock settled in it;in your goodness, O God, 
you provided it for the needy.

R. God, in your goodness, you have made a home for 
the poor.


