
Reflection Question: I remember a time that someone was generous to me even though I had 
treated that person badly... I remember... I remember...

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray together:
Lord Jesus,
We often think we are just like the last laborers 
hired and that it is too late for us, but you show us 
that you will welcome us and love us no matter 
what we have done. Hold us in your embrace and 
do not let us go. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

grant us peace.
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.

OUR FATHER
At the Savior’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
R. For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours, now and for ever.

SIGN OF PEACE
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your 
Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I 
give you; look not on our sins, but on the 
faith of your Church, and graciously grant 
her peace and unity in accordance with 
your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Lord God,
All too often we fail to 
understand your 
astonishing goodness. 
Help us to be more open to 
the free gifts of your grace 
and help us accept them 
with gratitude.

We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION

The last will be first

WISDOM FROM THE CELLS
! I remember since I was a small kid my 
family has always been there for me. I also 
remember through all the hard times and struggles 
in my life, the homies were never really there for 
me.   I remember at one time being homeless and 
none of the homies really helped me out, instead 
they offered me drugs.   I remember other times 
being jumped and not having anyone to back me up.  
! Throughout my life I've realized that it's 
through the hard times that you come to realize 
who your real friends are.   Now the only people I 
really surround myself with are my family and my 
girlfriend because for the past three years they are 
the ones who have been there for me the most, 
they keep me going. They are constantly telling me 
they love me, which is what keeps me going to this 
day. I can change because I know people love me 
as well as God and I can do better with my life. 
The people I surround myself with are the people 
I love and the people that motivate me to keep on 
moving forward. That’s a true gift.

- Ricardo, who is in a juvenile hall.
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Meditation: A Day’s WorkLiturgy of the Word
would be good to take a break
from the intensity of preaching

before jesus went to sleep
he asked his neighbor abraham
what time he needed to be 
at the plaza to get work

jesus was used to manual work
so many years using his hands
building houses
mixing materials for outside 
carpentry
also working at odd jobs
during the years

the important
was to earn enough
to buy the supplies
enough for food

abraham invited jesus
into his house
his eight children were asleep
the candle lit
the insides of his humble dwelling

he spoke about how hard
it has been since his wife died
she had held the family together
he barely earned enough
to feed them
he needed to be at the plaza
at 4:00 a.m. 
to make sure 
he was picked to work
or he wouldn't have anything
to buy food

they spoke for a long time
in that room jesus left the house
at midnight wandering
off to sleep
pondering
the strengthen and courage 
of abraham

after a few hours of sleep
jesus was dressing
throwing water on his face
he had told his disciples
that he would be working
in the fields
arriving at the plaza
still dark
tired faces

looking around for abraham
no where to be seen
something must have happened

jesus worked hard all morning
felt good the change
from the intensity
of past days
speaking before the crowds
now sweat pouring down his face
listening to conversations
as he worked
the hardships of the poor
of this country

resting at noon
sharing some food with others
abraham arriving at this break
he spoke of how his daughter
had been so sick in the morning
he could not leave her alone
he brought her to the doctor
he borrowed money
to buy medicine
now he was in debt
more than ever
he would only be able
to work half a day
this was troubling
all he wanted
was for his children
to he happy
to have their needs met

jesus spoke of his years
working as a day laborer
his skills he had learnt
since he was a child
but it was so difficult
to survive for day laborers
even with a salary of one coin
this day he would send a portion
to his mother difficult
to be separated from your family
always wondering
how they are doing
working all the time
so the others can survive

all day long jesus listened
to these workers
they lived some distance
from capernaum

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 145

R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him.

Every day will I bless you,
and I will praise your name forever and ever.
Great is the LORD and highly to be praised;
his greatness is unsearchable.

R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him.
The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and of  great kindness.
The LORD is good to all
and compassionate toward all his works.

R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him.
The LORD is just in all his ways
and holy in all his works.
The LORD is near to all who call upon him,
to all who call upon him in truth.

R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:20C-24, 27A

Brothers and sisters: Christ will be magnified in my body, 
whether by life or by death. For to me life is Christ, and death is 
gain. If  I go on living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 
me. And I do not know which I shall choose. I am caught 
between the two. I long to depart this life and be with Christ,
for that is far better. Yet that I remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for your benefit. Only, conduct yourselves in a way 
worthy of  the gospel of  Christ.

The Word of  the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near.
Let the scoundrel forsake his way, and the wicked his thoughts;
let him turn to the LORD for mercy; to our God, who is 
generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. As high as the 
heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your 
ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.

The Word of  the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16A

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew:
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of  heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going out about nine o’clock, the 
landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you 
what is just.’ So they went off.  And he went out again around noon, and around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going out 
about five o’clock, the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They 
answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner of  
the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the 
first.’ When those who had started about five o’clock came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they 
thought that they would receive more, but each of  them also got the usual wage.  And on receiving it they grumbled against 
the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s 
burden and the heat.’ He said to one of  them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you.  Did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if  I wish to give this last one the same as you? Or am I not free to do as I 
wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The Gospel of  the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

but needed to be here
separated from their loved ones
in order to find day work
they could not survive
just farming their lands

jesus speaking with abraham
about the loneliness
that hangs on those
who are forced
to travel to the cities to work

abraham and jesus
worked side by side all afternoon
as time passed
more and more exhausted
after rising so early
they asked 
could the poor ever earn enough
to find some stability?
soon it the end of the day
was time to be paid
the owner asked everyone
to sit he started
with those who had arrived
in the afternoon abraham
returned to his seat
after being paid
a full day's wages saying
now you jesus
will surely receive two coins 

abraham was beaming with joy
jesus' name was called
he returned with the one coin
now there must be 
something wrong
thought abraham
how could they receive
the same salary?
he had worked less abraham
i saw the owner
at lunch listening to your story
his heart was moved
for me he is trying
to be compassionate
abraham and jesus
walked back together
tired but content once again
being with jesus
it was seen how there is 
a different way
of being brother and sister
so all can have sufficient
to eat everyday


