
Reflection Question: I remember a time when I carried around a burden that I did not 
choose... I remember this is how it felt… I remember… I remember…

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray together:
Jesus, 
Oftentimes our journeys are mysterious and are 
filled with many ups and downs. Give us the 
strength and faith to continue on our journey 
towards you. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

JESUIT RESTORATIVE JUSTICE INITIATIVE
8501 Washington Blvd. Culver City, CA 90232

310-559-0777 ✯ www.jrji.org

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

grant us peace.
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.

OUR FATHER
At the Savior’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
R. For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours, now and for ever.

SIGN OF PEACE
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your 
Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I 
give you; look not on our sins, but on the 
faith of your Church, and graciously grant 
her peace and unity in accordance with 
your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Jesus,
You asked Peter to 
accompany you on your 
difficult journey to the cross. 
Accompany us on our own 
difficult journeys, and give us 
the courage so that we may 
follow your light.

We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION

“What profit would there be for one to 
gain the whole world and forfeit his life?”

WISDOM FROM THE CELLS
Let’s just say me, you, and a homie went out and by the 

end of the night, one of us will be dead, one will be telling, 
and the last one would more than likely be doing a life 
sentence when it’s all over. Now let me ask you a question, 
which one are you? Before you answer, give it a minute or 
two…yeah I know you ain’ the rat and obviously you ain’t 
the dead one. So I guess you’ll be the one doing the life 
sentence. Well guess what? I felt the same way as you do 
because of the beliefs instilled in me through the gang 
lifestyle. But after almost 32 years in prison, regret, and 
self-reflection, I have had a change of heart. When the older 
homies were schooling me, they forgot or left out the part 
about the long years of pain and suffering endured by 
everybody involved; from you, your family and friends, 
but most of all, the family and friends of your victim(s), 
the passing of your Mom, Dad, and many other family 
members. The many years of loneliness with only your 
pillow to stop the river of tears that will flow while 
reminiscing the long cherished past you once had, rarely 
thinking of your future because it only exists in your 
dreams or the hope that lies within your heart—if you still 
have one left because prison has a tendency to take away 
much of who you could have been. The worst part about 
living in a cell is the overwhelming guilt; you can never 
hide from it. So now as your older homie, I owe you that 
much to tell you just to deal with life and its problems, like 
school, girls or boys, your parents, brothers and sisters, etc., 
instead of making the choices I did and living with the 
consequences. I promise you this much, your views of the 
barrio will change drastically as time passes. You owe it to 
yourself and to your family to think before you do because 
they do the time with you. Always remember, for I am you 
future and you are my past, unless you can choose wisely 
from this point forward.

- Orlando, who is serving time in a California State Prison.
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Meditation: CommittedLiturgy of the Word
(through the eyes of  peter)

it was hard to sleep
last night
the previous day
had been 
intense
we were interrogated 
by some of  the pharisees
about jesus’ healings

i looked at jesus
dark circles 
under his eyes
could tell
he too 
had not slept very well 
so much 
within him
these days 

friends
i would like
to discuss
something with you

whenever 
he began like this
i knew
it was going be
serious

friends
during these days
you have seen
the hate
the anger
of  our religious leaders
when we go up
to jerusalem this year
they will try to kill me
i will have to suffer
but this will not be the end
of  the story

everyone
around in that circle
was drawn into
a profound place

of  fear
anxiety
this can't be

i hopped up quickly
i needed to speak
to jesus
needed to change
his mind 
these days
have been too much
for jesus
he needs a rest

jesus
after we finish
cleaning these jars
i would like to speak
with you

we walked to the edge
of  the lake
walking along
a deserted stretch of  shore
i was glad to have this time
to talk with him
to give him some advice

jesus 
i know these days 
have been stressful
but i won't let you
be captured
by those animals

jesus’ face
was pained

peter
you have been
a great help
during these months
you are strong
committed
but peter
how can you try
to avoid
what must be done?
i will not run away

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God whom I seek;
for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary
to see your power and your glory,
For your kindness is a greater good than life;
my lips shall glorify you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
Thus will I bless you while I live;
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.
As with the riches of a banquet 
shall my soul be satisfied,
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-2
I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 
God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. 
Do not conform yourselves to this age
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and pleasing and perfect.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9
You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be duped;
you were too strong for me, and you triumphed.
All the day I am an object of laughter;
everyone mocks me.
Whenever I speak, I must cry out,
violence and outrage is my message;
the word of the LORD has brought me
derision and reproach all the day.
I say to myself, I will not mention him,
I will speak in his name no more.
But then it becomes like fire burning in my heart,
imprisoned in my bones;
I grow weary holding it in, I cannot endure it.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew:

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on 
the third day be raised. Then Peter took Jesus aside 
and began to rebuke him, “God forbid, Lord! No 
such thing shall ever happen to you.” 
He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking not as 
God does, but as human beings do.”
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wishes to 
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, 
and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it. What profit would there be for one to gain the 
whole world and forfeit his life? Or what can one give 
in exchange for his life? 
For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his 
Father’s glory, and then he will repay all according to 
his conduct.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

from pressures
from conflicts
that is how
the world acts
peter
what have you learnt
during our time ?
what?
jesus
didn't stop there

peter
my path
is not an easy one
it is one
that does not
run away
from conflicts
suffering
my path
leads 
to the center
of  darkness
to bring light

peter
i need you
to support me
not to think and act
like the pharisees
peter
my path
will eventually lead to life
to which i am committed

i stood there
looking out
into the lake
what jesus
had just said
hurt me deeply
i do not think
i have ever felt
more hurt
i also knew
what jesus
had just said
was true
i had to make

a decision

i looked at jesus
with tears in my eyes

jesus
i was just
trying to protect you
but i see
this would be
running 
from what we
are called do
jesus
put his arm
around my shoulder

peter
i am sorry
i know
what i am saying
is challenging
but i need you
to support me
especially 
when everyone else
thinks i am crazy
because of  what i do

walking
that morning
along the shore
of  the lake
i began to see
that i really never
quite understood
i thought i did
but i really hadn't
this conversation
is a clear example
of  how far
i need to grow
and then again 
maybe
i will always
be growing
little by little


